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Her voice was like rusted hinges grating. A violet coloured vein stood out
challengingly on her wrinkled neck. Straightening her spectacles a bit, the
old woman asked without any particular introduction, ‘Do you write, dear?’

The girl did not answer. She simply looked at her. Quite by chance, her eyes
rested on the old woman’s head. Half her scalp was visible with some stray
black strands scattered over it.

“There was a meeting which Vallathol attended... before independence......
the old woman said.
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On pronouncing the word ‘independence’ her dentures jutted out
pathetically. The girl felt a kind of revulsion. As if to hide her uneasiness,
she twisted and turned the folds of the light blue chunni of her churidar.

“What was independence in those days, wasn’'t everyone literally mad over
it? The nylon and nylex clothes were all burned. We would wear only
Khadar. | had a saree with a black border. Even wearing saree was very
fashionable....’

The girl shifted her glance to the book shelf since it vexed her to watch the
old woman tonguing her dentures back to its original position.
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